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Van and truck business news

Note to broadcasters:  The SMMT has its own ISDN studio


	Press release number:
	4768
	Release:
	Now


Positive registration trends in key month of March
· Registrations: 38,900 in March; 225,388 for the rolling year, down 25.0%.

· Trucks: 4,209 in March; 32,471 for the rolling year, down 37.5%.

· Vans: 34,691 for the month; 192,917 for the rolling year, down 22.4%.

	New van and truck registrations in the United Kingdom – 2010

	
	March
	% change
	Year to date
	% change

	Total
	38,900
	14.3%
	62,347
	7.3%

	Vans
	34,691
	16.3%
	55,215
	13.4%

	Trucks
	4,209
	0.0%
	7,132
	- 24.2%


“March 2010 saw some welcome improvement in UK van registrations with the third successive month of growth.  Truck registrations remain extremely low, reflecting last winter’s deeply depressed demand,”  said Paul Everitt, chief executive at the SMMT.  “The situation reflects a hesitant recovery though demand is still very low with continued uncertainty in key segments of the market. Manufacturers and dealers will look for more and better priced credit to help strengthen demand in the coming months.”
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Media contact:

Robin Dickeson
+44 (0)2 073 449 222 or +44 (0)7 974 436 641 or 
rdickeson@smmt.co.uk
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Light commercial vehicles to 3.5t

· Rolling year: down 22.4%, 192,917.

· Month: up 16.3 %, 34,691
· YTD: up 13.4%, 55,215.
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Light vans to 2t

· Rolling year: down 21.8%, 38,919.

· Month: up 42.7%, 8,709.

· YTD: up 46.6%, 14,946.
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4x4 utility vehicles

· Rolling year: up 2.1%, 4,371.

· Month: up 5.0%, 947.

· YTD: up 6.4%, 1,346.
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Pick-ups

· Rolling year: down 19.6%, 17,472.

· Month: down 15.6%, 3,420.

· YTD: down 21.3%, 5,158.
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Medium vans

· Rolling year: up 7.6%, 24,234.

· Month: up 32.1%, 3,669.

· YTD: up 34.3%, 5,975.
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Heavy vans

· Rolling year: down 27.3%, 109,267.

· Month: up 18.2%, 18,893.

· YTD: up 11.1%, 29,136.
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Trucks

· Rolling year: down 37.5%, 32,471.

· Month: down 2 units, 4,209.

· YTD: down 24.2% 7,132.
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Rigids

· Rolling year: down 34.3%, 23,372.

· Month: down 2.9%, 3,074.

· YTD: down 22.9%, 5,400.
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Two-axle tractors

· Rolling year: down 46.8%, 2,045.

· Month: up 7.4%, 188.

· YTD: down 25.6%, 326.
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Three-axle tractors

· Rolling year: down 43.9%, 7,054.

· Month: up 8.7%, 947.

· YTD: down 28.6%, 1,406.
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CVs less than 6t gvw

· Rolling year: down 22.4%, 199,566.

· Month: up 16.0%, 35,849.

· YTD: up 12.6%, 57,011.
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Trucks 6t and over gvw

· Rolling year: down 40.5%, 25,822.

· Month: down 2.3%, 3,051.

· YTD: down 28.4%, 5,336.

Notes: The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK.  It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.  The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51bn turnover and £10bn value added.  With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1bn each year in R&D.  In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites.  Average car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website www.smmt.co.uk/publication
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